ENGAGEMENT AND MARRIAGE

"Douglas arrived from Windsor Castle to stay with
Jenty and on the way as arranged beforehand he lunched
at Sunningdale Golf Club. In the afternoon we played a
foursome, Douglas and me against Jim Oldham and Harvey
Thomas. We were thoroughly enjoying our game and had
just reached the road between the thirteenth and fourteenth
holes when I was accosted by a mounted orderly who
asked for Douglas. He had ridden from Windsor round
Ascot calling at Jenty's house. The orderly brought a
letter ordering Douglas back to Windsor Castle. Douglas
left without giving us any information as to the cause of
this abrupt change of plans. I heard from him afterwards
the news of his engagement, and that, on his return, he had
been much chaffed by the household, and the King's first
words to him were, 'What do you mean coming to my
house and trying to take away one of the Queen's best
Maids of Honour?'"

The orderly carried a note from General Brocklehurst
with an invitation from King Edward asking Douglas to
return to Windsor Castle for the week-end. Before
Douglas's return I was sent for by the King, who, after
congratulating me, spoke many appreciative words about
Douglas, both as a man and a soldier. The King, however,
became very serious, and asked me to promise him that I
would do my utmost not to interfere with the military
work of his "best and most capable General". His Majesty
also impressed on me that we must keep the secret until
my mother Lady Vivian's permission had been asked
for.

It was with some difficulty that Douglas and I succeeded
in not letting the week-end party guests realise what had
happened, and Douglas was obliged to play bridge every
evening with some ladies to whom he had already lost a
certain sum of money, but all the household combined to
try and let us be together as much as possible, and Sir
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